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Black Is... 


1993 


The 1993 edition of Black Is... con- 
tinues the Boston Public Library’s 
tradition of publishing a list of re- 
cent books concerning Blacks as 
part of the Library’s observance of 
Black History Month in February of 
each year. 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 
ALL-BRIGHT COURT 

Connie Porter 

The hopes and despairs, successes 
and failures of project life in the 
1950s. 


AND DO REMEMBER ME 
Marita Golden 

At the height of the civil rights 
movement, Jessie’s struggles are 
both personal and political. 


BAILEY’S CAFE 

Gloria Naylor 

This Brooklyn establishment is a 
magnet for weary souls on their 
way to rebirth. 


BLACK EMPIRE 

George S. Schuyler 

A rediscovered 1930's vision of 
Utopia. 


COLLECTED STORIES OF 
CHESTER HIMES 

Chester Himes 

“Black individuals caught between 
rage and resignation in American 
society.”’ 


CAMBRIDGE 
Caryl Phillips 
Caribbean plantation life seen 
through the eyes of the mistress 
and the slave. 


COMPANY MAN 

Brent Wade 

The physical and metaphorical im- 
potence of a Black executive in the 
corporate world. 


CROSSOVER 

Dennis Williams 

Maneuvering between home in the 
inner city and campus life at a 
prestigious college, Richard learns 
that all is not black and white. 


THE FAMISHED ROAD 

Ben Okri 

Azaro is caught between the 
Yoruba spirit world and the living 
world in Nigeria. 


FRANKLIN’S CROSSING 

Clay Reynolds 

Wagonmaster Moses Franklin is in 
danger from the attacking Com- 
manches and the members of the 
jinxed wagon train he leads. 


GREEN CANE AND JUICY 
FLOTSAM 

Carmen Esteves and Lizabeth 
Paravisini-Gebert, eds. 

Stories by famous and_ not-so- 
famous female writers of the 
Caribbean. 


HIGH COTTON 

Darryl Pinckney 

How many identities do you try 
before you find your own? 


I BEEN IN SORROW’S KITCHEN 
AND LICKED OUT ALL THE 
POTS 

Susan Straight 

Learning to sit quietly and weave 
baskets as all good Gullah- 
speaking girls should is not for 
Marietta. 


| SAW THE SKY CATCH FIRE 

T. Obinkaram Echewa 

Nigerian village women wage war 
against colonial taxation in spite of 
their unsupportive husbands. 


JAZZ 

Toni Morrison 

Violet, Joe, and Dorcas play out 
their tragic triangle of love in 
Harlem in the 1920s. 


THE KIND OF LIGHT THAT 
SHINES ON TEXAS 

Reginald McKnight 

‘‘Many many years ago there liv- 
ed a young artist...’ A beguiling 
beginning to seven short stories 
about all kinds of folks. 


LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR 
DEAD AND OTHER STORIES 
Randall Kenan 

Real people deal with life and 
death in Tims Creek, North 
Carolina. 


LOST IN THE CITY: Stories 
Edward P. Jones 

Living in Washington, D.C.— 
outside of politics. 


*1959: A Novel 

Thulani Davis 

At odds with her single-parent 
father over civil rights, Willie Tar- 
rant faces growing up in a tur- 
bulent era. 


NO MAN IN THE HOUSE 

Cecil Foster 

The struggle for Barbadian in- 
dependence is the backdrop of his 
Caribbean boyhood. 


POSSESSING THE SECRET OF 
JOY 

Alice Walker 

A clitoridectomy scars more than 
the flesh. It scars the soul. 


*RAW HEAD, BLOODY BONES: 
African-American Tales of the 
Supernatural 

Mary E. Lyons, ed. 

A spicy stew of scary stories. 


TO SLEEP WITH GHOSTS: A 
Novel of Africa 

G. F. Michelsen 

Africa, old and new; cultures, 
native and alien; politics, local and 
global—and Samuel Kimbu who 
would rather be at sea. 


THE SPYGLASS TREE 

Albert Murray 

In 1920 Scooter leaves his tight- 
knit family to confront life in 
college. 


THE STORIES OF JOHN EDGAR 
WIDEMAN 

John Edgar Wideman 

‘Stories about ancestors, families, 
and lovers caught in the vortex of 
American history and haunted by 
their particular demons...” 


WATING TO EXHALE 

Terry McMillan 

Four sassy sisters survive their 
solitary state with tears and 
laughter. 


*WAY PAST COOL 

Jessie Mowry 

“Guntoting homeboys are still kids 
who do their homework and ache 
for love.” 


WHITE BUTTERFLY: An Easy 
Rawlins Mystery 

Walter Mosley 

Award-winning author Mosley’s 
latest installment in the Easy 
Rawlins series. 


YOUR BLUES AIN’T LIKE MINE 
Bebe Campbell 

The Coxes, the Todds, and 
America are still hurting from that 
vicious murder in Mississippi thir- 
ty years ago. 


Black Is... 
Personalities 


BOURGEOIS BLUES: An 
American Memoir 

Jake Lamar 

Racism, subtle and not so subtle, 
at Harvard and at Time magazine. 


COLIN POWELL: Soldier/ 
Statesman—Statesman/Soldier 
Howard Means 

“The first African-American...that 
the general public...is ready to 
judge on merit alone.”’ 


CONFESSIONS OF A SEX 
KITTEN 

Eartha Kitt 

Public and private triumphs and 


tragedies of the stage, film, and 
television actress. 


* DARRYL 

Darryl Strawberry with Art Rust Jr. 
The misunderstood New York 
Mets superstar explains his em- 
battled professional life and his 
well-publicized abuse of alcohol 
and of his wife. 


FOR YOU, HANK: The Story of 
Hank Gathers and Bo Kimble 
Bo Kimble 

The tragically quick ending to a 
close friendship and a promising 
basketball career. 


GOD, HARLEM U.S.A.: The 
Father Divine Story 

Jill Watts | 

Was he a true theologian or mere- 
ly a cult leader? 


GROWING UP BLACK IN RURAL 
MISSISSIPPI: Memories of a Fami- 
ly, Heritage of a Place 
Chalmers Archer, Jr. 

Life as a sharecropper in the 1930s 
and 1940s included Christmas 
baking, church suppers, buggy 
rides, and school plays. 


*HANG TIME: Days and Dreams 
with Michael Jordan 

Bob Greene 

Candid conversations reveal his 
feelings about fame, his image, and 
his teammates. 


1 PUT A SPELL ON YOU: The 
Autobiography of Nina Simone 
with Stephen Cleary 
“Exploitation, betrayal, attempted 
suicide...witch doctors and a 
doomed affair with a Prime 
Minister.” 


MALCOLM: The Life of a Man 
Who Changed Black America 
Bruce Perry 

A different view of Malcolm X. 


MALCOLM X: As They Knew Him 
David Gallen 

Friends speak, Malcolm speaks, 
and writers define his place in 
history. 


*MUHAMMAD ALI: A View from 
the Corner 

Ferdie Pacheco 

The memories of the man who was 
his ‘fight doctor” for fifteen years 
are illustrated with personal draw- 
ings and photographs. 


*MY LIFE 

Earvin “Magic” Johnson 

From Michigan State to the ‘Dream 
Team,’ from a Seventh-Day Adven- 
tist upbringing to his diagnosis of 
HIV, Magic frankly discusses his 
life. 


NATIVE STRANGER: A Black 
American’s Journey into the Heart 
of Africa 

Eddy L. Harris 

He is of African descent, but is he 
African? 


OFF BASE: Confessions of a Thief 
Rickey Henderson with John Shea 
Baseball’s flamboyant, base- 
stealing record holder. 


OUTRAGEOUS!: The Fine Life 
and Flagrant Good Times of 
Basketball’s Irresistible Force 
Charles Barkley and Roy S. 
Johnson 


THURGOOD MARSHALL: Justice 
for All 
Roger Goldman with David Gallen 
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Recollections by colleagues, a 
biographical essay, and a selection 
of Marshall’s Supreme Court opin- 
ions give a well-rounded portrait of 
this respected justice. 


Black Is... 
Black Expressions 


BILL TRAYLOR: His Art, His Life 
Frank Maresca and Roger Ricco 
Recently discovered paintings and 
drawings by a former slave. 


BLACK CINEMA TREASURES: 
Lost and Found 

G. William Jones 

The rediscovery and impact of an 
old collection of films made by 
Black filmmakers for Black 
audiences. 


*BLACK THUNDER: An An- 
thology of Contemporary African 
American Drama 

William Branch, ed. 

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, The 
Colored Museum, and Sherlock 
Holmes and the Hands of Othello 
are some of the plays included 
here. 


CLAUDE MCKAY: A Black Poet’s 
Struggle for Identity 

Tyrone Tillery 

The Jamaican writer whose work 
illuminated the Harlem Renais- 
sance. 


DAUGHTERS OF AFRICA: An In- 
ternational Anthology of Words 
and Writings by Women of 
African Descent from the Ancient 
Egyptian to the Present 
Margaret Busby, ed. 


DEREK WALCOTT’S POETRY: 
American Mimicry 
Rei Terada 


EROTIQUE NOIRE: Black Erotica 
Miriam DeCosta-Willis, et al., eds. 
A collection of short stories, essays 
and poems that answer the ques- 
tion,’“do Black people actually 
write that?”’ 


FROM HARLEM TO PARIS: Black 
American Writers in France, 
1840-1980. 

Michel Fabre 

Expatriates William Wells Brown, 
Richard Wright, James Baldwin, 
Alex Haley, among many others, 
recount their experiences. 


IN. LIVING COLOR: The 
Authorized Companion to the Fox 
TV Series 

Nelson George 

With cast profiles, original scripts, 
and lots of photos. 


*KWANZAA: An_ African- 
American Celebration of Culture 
and Cooking 

Fric V. Copage 

Stories and recipes reflect the 
seven principles of this festival. 


*SONGS OF MY PEOPLE: African 
Americans: A Self Portrait 

Eric Easter, et al. 

A photographic cross-section of 
Black life in the U.S.A. 


Black Is... Ideas 


THE ALCHEMY OF RACE AND 
RIGHTS 

Patricia J. Williams 

Political and personal essays by a 


Black feminist legal scholar and 
cultural theorist. 


AMBIGUOUS LIVES: Free 
Women of Color in Rural Georgia, 
1789-1879 

Adele Alexander 

“This population constituted a 
disturbing third caste in a structure 
designed to accommodate only 
two.” 


THE BLACK ELITE: Facing the Col- 
or Line in the Twilight of the 
Twentieth Century 

Lois Benjamin 

Does high socioeconomic status 
remove racial discrimination from 
the lives of African-Americans? 


BLACK SCHOLAR: Horace Mann 
Bond 1904-1972 

Wayne J. Urban 

“Reconstructs an era in which 
numerous black people of great 
academic promise found few 
outlets for their talents.” 


BLACK WOMEN ABOLITION- 
ISTS: A Study in Activism, 
1828-1860 
Shirley Yee 


PLAYING IN THE DARK: 
Whiteness and the Literary 
Imagination 

Toni Morrison 

How racist consciousness evolved 
in American literature and what its 
impact is on white writers and their 
audience. 


THE RETURN OF NAT TURNER: 
History, Literature, and Cultural 
Politics in Sixties America 
Albert E. Stone 


A SCHOLAR’S CONSCIENCE: 
Selected Writings of J. Saunders 
Redding, 1942-1977 

Faith Berry, ed. 


VOICE OF DELIVERANCE: The 
Language of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Its Sources 

Keith D. Miller 

King’s imagery has its roots in the 
tradition of the African-American 
church and in the theology of 
white Protestant preachers. 


Black Is... Music 


BLUESLAND: Portraits of Twelve 
Major American Blues Masters 

Pete Welding and Toby Byron, 
eds. 

Blind Lemon Jefferson, Lonnie 
Johnson, Etta James, and other 
greats. 


THE BLUESMAN: The Musical 
Heritage of Black Men and 
Women in the Americas 

Julio Finn 

The roots of the blues in voodoo, 
hoodoo, and history. 


*BRING THE NOISE: A Guide to 
Rap Music and Hip-Hop Culture 
Havelock Nelson and Michael 
Gonzales 
A no-holds-barred look at its 
creators. 


DELIVER US FROM TEMPTA- 
TION: The Tragic and Shocking 
Story of the Temptations and 
Motown 

Tony Turner 
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*GOT TO TELL IT: Mahalia 
Jackson, Queen of Gospel 

Jules Schwerin 

She introduced the music that had 
been confined to southern Black 
churches and revival meetings to 
all Americans. 


HARD BOP: Jazz and Black Music 
1955-1965 

David H. Rosenthal 

The crucial years when the “power 
of badness” ruled. 


RYTHM OIL: A Journey Through 
the Music of the American South 
Stanley Booth 

Visit B. B. King, Al Green, James 
Brown, and other legendary 
musicians. 


THERE AND BACK 

Roy Porter with David Keller 

A big band drummer recounts his 
life in the postwar California jazz 
scene and his battle with drugs and 
alcohol. 


WHEELIN’ ON BEALE: How 
WDIA-Memphis Became the Na- 
tion’s First All-Black Radio Station 
and Created the Sound That 
Changed America 

Louis Cantor 


WILLIAM WARFIELD: My Music 
and My Life 

Alton Miller 

A celebration of 20th-century 
African-American cultiral history 
by the internationally acclaimed 
baritone who sang in Porgy and 
Bess and Showboat. 


Black Is... 
Contemporary Issues 


BEFORE THEIR TIME: Four 
Generations of Teenage Mothers 
Joelle Sander 

A profile of one family. 


THE BLACK MANAGER: Making 
It in the Corporate World 

Floyd Dickens 

A survival guide. 


THE BLACK WOMEN’S GUIDE 
TO FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE: 
Money Management Strategies for 
the 1990s 

Cheryl D. Broussard 


CAPITOL GAMES: Clarence 
Thomas, Anita Hill, and the Story 
of a Supreme Court Nomination 
Timothy M. Phelps and Helen 
Winternitz 


CARIBBEAN NEW YORK: Black 
Immigrants and the Politics of 
Race 

Philip Kasinitz 


CHILDREN OF THE DREAM: The 
Psychology of Black Success 
Audrey Edwards 

Profiles and strategies of successful 
Black baby boomers. 


ELEVATING THE GAME: Black 
Men and Basketball 

Nelson George 

How Black players changed the 
sport. 


ENLIGHTENED RACISM: The 
Cosby Show, Audiences, and the 
Myth of the American Dream 
Sut Jhally and Justin Lewis 


FIRE ON THE PRAIRIE: Chicago’s 
Harold Washington and the 
Politics of Race 

Gary Rivlin 

A behind-the-scenes look at the 
1983 mayoral election and the 
tenuous interracial coalition that 
followed. 


FOR THE COLOR OF HIS SKIN: 
The Murder of Yusuf Hawkins and 
the Trial of Bensonhurst 

John DeSantis 


THE HOTTEST WATER IN 
CHICAGO: Family, Race, Time, 
and American Culture 

Gayle Pemberton 


LOOKING BACKWARD AT US 
William Raspberry 

A selection of his Washington Post 
columns on topics ranging from 
Louis Farrakhan, to gay bashing 
and standard English. 


LOVE IN BLACK AND WHITE: 
The Triumph of Love over Pre- 
judice and Taboo 

Mark and Gail Mathabane 

The author of Kaffir Boy and his 
white American wife tell their 
story. 


THE MEASURE OF OUR SUC- 
CESS: A Letter to My Children and 
Yours 

Marian Wright Edelman 

The president of the Children’s 
Defense Fund offers compas- 
sionate guidelines for personal and 
social responsibility. 


THE MUGGING OF BLACK 
AMERICA 

Earl Ofari Hutchinson 

Myths surrounding Black crime. 


RACE: How Blacks and Whites 
Think and Feel about the 
American Obsession 

Studs Terkel 


TWO NATIONS: Black and 
White, Separate, Hostile, Unequal 
Andrew Hacker 

A frank look at racial tensions in 
the United States. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO TO 
AVOID AIDS 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson 


Black Is... History 


THE ADVENTURES OF AMOS ‘N’ 
ANDY: A Social History of an 
American Phenomenon 

Melvin Ely 


AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND THE 
QUEST FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, 
1900-1990 

Sean Cashman 


* AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN 
BOSTON: More Than 350 Years 
Robert C. Hayden 


AND THE CROOKED PLACES 
MADE STRAIGHT: The Struggle 
for Social Change in the 1960s 
David Chalmers 


*THE BIRTH OF THE 
MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT 
Roberta Wright 


BLACK TROOPS, WHITE COM- 
MANDERS AND FREEDMEN 
DURING THE CIVIL EAR 
Howard C. Westwood 


Civilian goals conflicted with those 
of the military 


BRIDGES AND BOUNDARIES: 
African-Americans and American 
Jews 

Jack Salzman, ed. 

Essays describe a unique relation- 
ship 


*CIVIL RIGHTS: The 1960s 
Freedom Struggle, Rev. Ed. 
Rhoda Blumberg 

The role of women in this historic 
struggle. 


*THE EYES ON THE PRIZE CIVIL 
RIGHTS READER: Documents, 
Speeches, and Firsthand Accounts 
from the Black Freedom Struggle 
1954-1990 

Clayborne Carson et al., eds. 


HIPPOCRENE USA GUIDE TO 
BLACK AMERICA 

Marcella Thum 

Landmarks of Black history in 
every state. 


LIBERATORS: Fighting on Two 
Fronts in World War II 

Lou Potter 

Black soldiers liberated the death 
camps of Buchenwald and 
Dachau; Japanese-Americans 
cared for the newly freed. A com- 
panion to the American Experience 
program on PBS. 


LIKE A HOLY CRUSADE: 
Mississippi 1964—the Turning of 
the Civil Rights Movement in 
America 

Nicolaus Mills 

Did the Mississippi Summer Pro- 
ject succeed or fail? 


*NOW IS YOUR TIME!: The 
African-American Struggle for 
Freedom 

Walter Dean Myers 

An award-winning author takes a 
fresh look at the civil rights 
movement. 


OR DOES IT EXPLODE? Black 
Harlem in the Great Depression 
Cheryl Lynn Greenberg 

The social and economic plight of 
the people who lived in Harlem in 
the 1930s. 


SEGREGATED SKIES: AIll-Black 
Combat Squadrons of WWII 
Stanley Sandler 

They fought Hitler and American 
racism. 


SINGING THE MASTER: The 
Emergence of African-American 
Culture in the Southern Plantation 
Roger D. Abrahams 

Was the corn-shucking ceremony 
more than just a simple slave 
holiday? 


THE UNSUNG HEART OF BLACK 
AMERICA: A Middle-Class Church 
at Midcentury 

Dona L. Irvin 

Members of a California congrega- 
tion tell the stories of their lives. 


WHEN I CAN READ MY TITLE 
CLEAR: Literacy, Slavery and 
Religion in the Antibellum South 
Janet Cornelius 

The overwhelming importance of 
literacy to slaves and to freedmen. 


Black Is... International 


AFTER APARTHEID: The Future of 
South Africa 
Sebastian Mallaby 


THE BLACK MAN’S BURDEN: 
The Myth of African Tribalism and 
the Curse of the Nation State 
Basil Davidson 

Artificial colonial boundaries still 
have a negative impact on modern 
African politics. 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: From the Arawak 
and the Carib to the Present 
Jan Rogozinski 


A COMPLICATED WAR: The Har- 
rowing of Mozambique 

William Finnegan 

The devastation caused by external 
and internal forces in a country at 
war since 1964. 


A CONTINENT OF ISLANDS: 
Searching for the Caribbean 
Destiny 

Mark Kurlansky 

The reality that tourists never see. 


EXPERIENCING RITUAL: A New 
Interpretation of African Healing 
Edith L. B. Turner 

An anthropologist witnesses the 
“afflicting substance” leaving the 
body of a patient during a Ndem- 
bu ceremony. 


KILLING THE WIZARDS: Wars of 
Power and Freedom from Zaire to 
South AFrica 

Alan Cowell 

Southern Africa’s quest for in- 
dependence, 1976-1987. 


TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
AFRICA: Towards a New Vision of 
Self-Sustainable Development 
Ann Seidman and_ Frederick 
Anang, eds. 

Research and strategy proposals in 


YORUBA RITUAL: Performers, 
Play, Agency 

Margaret Thompson Drewal 
The form and meaning of ritual 
performance in the Yoruba culture 
of Southwestern Nigeria. 


the areas of law, economy, 
ecology, education, health, 
gender, and regional cooperation. 


This selected list was compiled by Moonyean Carlton, General Library, 
Reader and Information Services; Winsome Hudson, Brighton Branch 
Library; Janice Knight, Mattapan Branch Library; Deborah Roach, Codman 
Square Branch Library; Miriam Temsky, General Library, Young Adults 
Department; Denice Thornhill, Dudley Branch Library; and 
Jacquelyn Hogan, Grove Hall Branch Library, Chairperson. 


